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THE  CJELEBKATED 

•  Northumberland  flpcir : 

G(v\ng  kn  ^ount  of  his  Pi^retit^e,  Educaiibnfej;fra-  , 

ordinary  .Adventures  and,  .Exploits  ;  his  numerous  ( 
Enlisting?,  and  woriderfi^l1. Escapes. -with  a  brief 
Narrative  of  his'  last  Confinement  and  Death  in 

Durham  Gaol,  which  happened  in  1810. 

'  _ /  ■  -  ■ _  • 

#<  ....  Allan,  thou  shalt  screw  thy  drone, 
r  And  play  up  “  Maggie  Lauder”  sweetly. 

Or  “  Monev-muak.”  or  “  Dorrington,”  ,  .  >t. 

And  wc  gball  fri«k  artd  foot  it  neatV  : 

Crowd  gain’d  applause  for  monie  a  tune,  ~ 

Few  peeiM  hin^in  t!\e  High  or  Lawkm’, 

But  neither  he  nor  Sanclv'Brovwir 
,  Gould  trilla  note  like  Jemmy  Allan.” 
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LIFE  of  JAMES  ALLAN, 

THE  NORTHUMBERLAND  PIPER. 

s  ^  ' 

CHAP.  I. 

WI  LLIAM  A lA< AN, como»Qnl y  called  Old  Wlji-, 
the  father  of  Jemmy  Allan,  M  as  born  in  the  parish 
of  Sitnonburn,  in  the  west  of  Northumberland.  His 
character  manifested  all  the  peculiarities  and  irre- 
g’ularitifisof  the, Gipsy  tribe,  which,  in  all  proba* 
bility,  he  inherited  ;from  the  original  stock.  In 
addition  to  the  nsual  Gipsy  occupations  of  mend¬ 
ing-  pots  and  pans,  making  horn-spoons,  besoms, 
& c.,  he  became,  in  early  life,  a  skilful  performer  on 
the  bagpipes,  which  endeared  him  to  all  his  Gipsy 
associates.  At  an  early  periou  lie  settled  in  the 
romantic  wilds  of  J^othbuVy,  where  Will  and  bis 
pipes  were  engaged  in  many  a  midnight  revel.  At 
this  place  he  married  a  fine  Gipsy-girl,  named  Het¬ 
ty,  who  bore  him  several  children,  amongst  whom 
was  the  extraordinary  character  tbht  forms  thesub- 
ject  of  the  following  history. 

JAMES  ALLAN,  better  known  by  the  name 
of  Jemmy  Allan,  was  the  youngest  but  otte  of 
Old  Will’s  six  children:  he  was  born  near  Rbth- 
bury  in  March,  1734.  In  infancy  James  M  as  ac¬ 
customed  to  the  most  hardy  treatment :  unencum¬ 
bered  with  superfluous  cloathing,  he  was  innured 
to  the  winter-blast.  By  constant  practice  he  became 
so  unrivalled  in  athletic  feats,  that  few  durst  en¬ 
counter  him  in  leaping,  running,  or  wrestling.  In 
early  youth  he  was  deemed  handsome,  while  he  dis¬ 
played  the  most  acute  and  inventive  genius,  which 
wos  soon  prostituted  to  acts  of  low  cunning  artd 
dissimulation.  Allan  early  began  to  thieve  in  a 
small  way:  at  first,  his  depredations  did  not  ex* 
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de^Ci?*  r',hlfry°r  *'*  "‘firing  gnr. 

S®*  » Jeptf  tha* 


’wEr'll  o’is  re“ch  •*««*£  i»*ys 

sSSSH&SfflW* 

'  Tid  '  m”rt  feeing*  Allah  TVS*  , W„!„r  v  ! 

•  d  ttortTv"^,  *h!  pf*^^  of 

joild  the  n  Z  '  f'  t-  "*  ’"'.  'ndepehdmil  mm, 

Lu  thl"  f-  g  £  over  wbich  bld  'YiUFaci 
ll«  liorio^'of'h®”'3'  .fol'"!:",y  yea,S  »"d  Allan  bad 
l.M.ia"n“jre,y  e,"g  ™S  ^y  m-tiend 

§^mm 

castfe^Tf  Jnraes».^(!ue^ing-his  attendance  at  the 
•?<■"  raised  him  above  ,i,i„  difficubvP  H  L  ,  Ch 

";""T’  *“*  “  k’"*'h  d*,ira*elJ  hinted  *?!,£„£“ 

'‘"  c»h«r»«mH.„,.  She  rejoiced  to  find  idfS 


e  enpasilv  removed,  and  soon  put  him  in  p<>9- 

S“  a  S»»vScie„’t  .o  equip  Mu.  ge..«e^; 
rttmngtbus  secured  *.  «.» *f  »<*"*. A£  * 

^lllrrwAe  castle, le  wf 

iho  nreseace  of  the  Countess;  apd,  after  be 

mustered  some  degree  of courage.Ue  begatt  lo  play, 

ami  acquitted  biffin  so  masterly  a  style,  that  he 
i  iXtly  ranked  as  oUe  of  her  mus.mans  a.. 

shortly  after  appointed  her  own  piper.  Allan  con  , 

tnrued  at  .1*  IU  »P«Wbt  rf  t«M« ^ 

which  his  conduct  was  irreproachable,  lie  soon 

LtbiVr e'S’  3~  vil- 

laoe  for  tbe  purpose  of  acquiring  tlie  eUuieuUol  a 
tn.mon  education.  Uuforlima.o  y  or  young  A'- 
l^n  *iie  schoolmaster  was  ill,  aiul  bein^  ‘  . 

w  iiout  any  regular  employment,  he  resumed  Jus 

Tl  nractieJs  He  joined  the  dissipaied  group*  of 
the  village  alehouse,  where  Ins  music  and  his  wit 
oained  him  the  loudest  applause* 

h  During  his  visit  he  was  precipitated  into  an  uj- 
fanuuate  marriage  with  a  young  woman,  "  ho  l  y 
},er  violent  temper,  thriftless  housewifery,  amUiu- 
faithful  conduct,  rendered  him  miserable.  Alla  i 
m  consequence  left  her,  and  to  Aln^ 

r  attle  resol yiu‘r  to  forget  Ins  faithless  vile  -out 
«  sense  of  lm  wrongs  haunted  his  mind— he  drank 
d“  W  r  etjecloJ  Ilfs  Jmj  «» thecaeilo.and  became 
s^rega’rdtes  of  liis-cliaiacter  ll.M  Ins  company  was 
.hunneit,  and  finding  liinwlf  thus  insulted,  he-de- 
Icrmiued  to  cbouge  Inn  scene  of  action,  aud  cidl.  e.l 
as  a  substitute  into  lb*  N jtlliumberiaud  ultima. 


The  restraints  of  a  military  life  not  suiting  his  way-' 
ward  habits,  in  a  short  time  he  deserted,  and  secreted 
himself  in  Newcastle.  One  evening1,  when  strolling 1 
down  the  Quayside,  he  saw  his  wife  Fanny; stept 
ping  ashore  from  a  ship;  accompanied  by  »  sailor’ 
Allan  made  her  a  low  bow,  and  being  certain  she 
Ins  only  enemy,  had  quitted  Rothbury,  he  imme¬ 
diately  bent  his  course  home.  Allan’s  father  and 
mother  received  him  with  the  greatest  affection, 
and  for  a  time  he  was  very  cautious  of  going  out’ 
However,  there  having  to  be  an  otter-hurit  in  the 
neigliboui  hood,  he  could  not  resist  the  temptation 
of  enjoy  in^  the  sport  ;  and,  during  the,  hunt,  the 
son  of  the  high-constable  having  said  something  to 
vex  him,  he  tumbled  the  youth  into  the  Coquet. 
Hie  son,  >n  revenge,  persuaded  his  father  to  arrest 
Inin  as  a  deserter,  and  a  posse  of  constables  Was 
sent  to  secure  him.  As  they  w  ere  approaching  the 
house,  Jemmy’s  step-mother  saw  them,  and  instant¬ 
ly  bq  ted  the  door.  One  of  the  cons  ables  beaded 
the  old  people  to  give  upfrbb  offender,  as  Ais  escape 
wasimposstb/e,  when  she  replied,  “  J?mmy  Voff 
to  .Shu  Ids  to  take  shipping  for  Lunrion.?  «  I  am 
”  . „  .  -  that.”  said  the  wily  constable,  “  but  we 
will  jj ust  look  in  to  satisfy  all  parties.”  In  the 
mean  time  Jennny  made  a  noise  at  the  back  win¬ 
dow,  as  if  he  meant  to  get  out  there,  which  the  pari 
ty  hearing,  they  all  rah  backward '  to  catch  him 
when  old  Will  threw  open  the  door,  and  ran  off  a i 
his  utmost  speed,  his  wife  standing  in  the  door- 
stead,  shaking  her  apron,  and  screaming,  “  Run 
Jemmy,  run  !”  The  constables  immediately  jeiul 
I  Ml!'1  opUirsuit ;  t,lc  stratagem  succeeded :  after 
old  Wnl  bad  run  about  a  mile,  he  leisurely  drew  up 

and  said,  with  a  sarcastic  grin,  “  I  daresay  Jem-. 
n»y  Will  be  far  enough  off  now,” — and  so  he  was; 


6 

for,  in  the  mean  time,  he  had  stole  quietly  off  in  a 
very  different  direction. 

CHAP.  II.  '  ■  - 

Allan  shortly  after  made  his  appearance  at  Stag- 
shaw-bank  lair,  where,  on  entering  a  tent,  he -met 
the  sergeant  of  the  company  to  which  he  was  at¬ 
tached.  The  sergeant  laid  hold  of  his  arm,  and 
said,  “  Is  not  your  name  Allan?”  Without  re¬ 
plying,  Allan  laid  him  sprawling  at  his  feet,  and 
ran  for  it ; — but  the  cry  being  set  up,  “  Stop  thief,” 
he  was  taken  and  put  into  confinement,  until  an  es¬ 
cort  was  provided  to  convey  him  to  his  regiment. 
At  length  three  hearty  fellows  arrived,  and  they 
set  off  to  head-quarters.  On  the  second  day  they 
put  up  at  a  public-house,  and  as  none  of  them  were 
tired,  they  went  into  a  yard  to  amuse  themselves, 
when  Allan  bet  a  gallon  be  could  beat  them  at 
quoits;  and,  as  the  yard  wall  was  high, his  hand¬ 
cuffs  were  readily  taken  off.  During  the  game 
the  soldiers  drank  freely,  and,  after  play,  they  be¬ 
gan  to  dispute  which  was  the  best  shot.  A  mark 
was  set  up,  and  Allan  was  chosen  umpire  After 
firing  a  number  of  shots,  they  laid  down  their  fire¬ 
locks,  when  Allan  asked  the  reason  of  it  i  “  Be¬ 
cause  our  shot  is  all  done,”  was  the  reply.  “  But, 
surely,  you  have  one  charge  left  for  me,  to  try  my 
skill.”  “  Not  one,”  said  they.  “Then,”  replied  Al¬ 
lan,  briskly,  “  it  is  time  to  be  off,”  and,  springing 
upon  the  Wall,  he  disappeared  in  a  moment.  The 
soldiers,  amazed  at  his  boldness  and  their  own  folly, 
did  not  attempt  to  follow. 

Allan  hastened  across  the  county  of  Durham, 
to  pay  a  visit  to  his  uncle  at  Holystone,  with  whom 
he'  stopped  a  fortnight,  after  which  he  proceeded 
to  Harbottle,  where  he  was  kindly  entertained  by  a 
farmer.  A  schoolmaster  boarding  in  the  same 


* 

house,  consented  to  share  bisbed  with  Allah,  as  it 
rained  heavily.  Allan  rose  early,  and  took  leave, 
jiot  forpetting'  to  take  the  schoolmaster’s  watch  with 
him.  The  farmer,  exasperated  at  such  ft  breach  of 
hospitality,  rode  after  him,  accompanied  by  a  con- 
'  Allan  finding  his  pursuers  gaining  upon 
huh,  fled  to  a  cleft  in  a  rock,  40  feet  deep,  and  14 
wide,  and,  by  a  bold  leap,  reached  the  opposite- 
side;  when  the  fanner  drew  his  horser  up,  saying.* 

*1  rt,tUrrI’./°r  *s  c^ear  ^he  devil  has  helped 

the  fellow.  Allan  again  enlisted,  and  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  desert,  he  sprained  his  foot,  and  was  car- 
ned  prisoner  m  a  cart  to  Alnwick.  The  disgrace 
of  being  thus  dragged  into  a  place  where  he  bad 
been  so  respected,  was  most  humiliating  to  bis 
feelings.  By  the  influence  of  the  Countess  he 
was  liberated,  and  again  restored  to  favour.—- 
But  falling  again  into  his  old  vicious  habits  of  gam¬ 
bling  and  drinking,  he  received  a  peremptory  order 
to  quit  the  Castle  within  one  hour.  Allan  lmme- 
lately  took  leave  of  the  domestics,  who  generously 
presented  bun  with  six  guineas,  which  was  very  ac¬ 
ceptable  as  he  had  Only  a  few  shillings. 

Allan  now  travelled  northward,  and  stoppings# 
a  small  mw,  m  Jedburgh,  he  contrived  at  cards  u? 
swit  die  a  farmer  ’s  sort  out  of  30  guineas,  and  kn6w. 
mg  that  the  transaction  would  not  bear  inve6tiga. 
tion,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  move  forward  Arl 
rtvm^  at  Moffat,  he  met  a  Gipsy-girl,  who  M  been 
mending  china  and  telling  fortunes.  Allan  ac* 
comp  a  n  ied  her  home,  when,  after  a  few  hours  ac¬ 
quaintance,  they  agreed  to  be  united,  and  weft 
immediately  pledged  in  the  presence  of  a  of 
muggers,  who  were  encamped  Bear  the  place.  Hi* 
new  spoufce  gave  him  to  understand  that  she  waft 
no  mean  personage,  being  allied  by  blood  to  Will 


TLf  I  II1  n  ,  vr  III 

Marshall,  the  celebrateo  Gipsy  chief,  and  propped 
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to  ?  isit  him.  The  chief' received  ttiein  with,  a  hearty ’ 
welcome;  and  on  beingtold  “  that  Allan  could' 
play  fu*  weel  on  the  sma’  pipes/’  Jie  asked  for  a 
“  swatch  o’  his  skill.”  Allan,  knowing  he  was  in  - 
the  presence  of  royalty >  exerted  himself  in  play¬ 
ing  “ Felton  Loaning  j”  but,  before  the  tune  was 
half  done,  Will  rose  from  his  seat,  and  taking  Allan 
by  the  hand,  said,  “  You’re  weel  worth  your 
room — -there’s  nae  music  pleases  me  like  the  pipes'.” 
Allan  having  continued  some  time  with  the  gang, 
from  considerations  of  personal  safety  was  obliged 
to  decamp.  Allan  had  been  previously  presented 
with  16  guineas  by  a  dying  Gips'r  friend,  and  bav.-* 
ing  preserved  most  of  the  plunder  gained  at  Jed¬ 
burgh,  was  welljstocked  with  cash — yet  such  was  ’ 
his  mean  and-  covetous  disposition,  that  be  walked 
ten  miles  in  a  dark  night  in  order  to  steal  his  wife’s 
pockets,  by  which  he  obtained  several  guineas,  the 
savings  of  her  ind  ustry.  At  length  Allan  reach¬ 
ed  Edinburgh,  and,  being  in  possession  of  a  con¬ 
siderable  sum  of  money,  commenced  gentleman, 
frequented  gaming-tables,  &c.  and  at  the  end  of 
six  weeks  possessed  160  pounds.  He  frequently 
played  with  an  Irish  nobleman,  who,  being  a  novice 
in  gambling,  lost  several  small  sums.  One  evening 
the  nobleman  entered  the  Billiard  Room  intoxica¬ 
ted,  and  offered  in  mad  bravado  to  play  for  L200. 
Allan  having  only  LI  60,  agreed  to  deposit  that  sum, 
and  if  he  lost  to  pay  the  remainder  in  the  morning. 
The  game  was  soon  despatched,  for  theyouth  who 
appeared  such  an  indifferent  player  won  the  game 
with  ease.  The  pretended  nobleman  wras  no  other 
than  an  irish  gamester,  and  one  of  the  first  billiard 
playere  in  the  kingdom.  Allan,  deeply  chagrined 
at  his  loss,  repaired  to  his  lodgings  and  ordered  sup¬ 
per;  having  collected  himself,  he  packed  up !  his 
clothes,  and  among  them,  by  accident,  a  silver  tan- 


karri  befongV  ' J 

self  froiri  dkck  wmnor,  made  trti 
n  ies.  While  hmu'sing  w  pahy 
a  stranger,  after  listen  %  tb>  'a'fo 
and  mo  short  time  refund 
den,)?  them  tb  mice  Alton  into  custody;  >  Beum 

fatren  befbrfe  thtf  towh-b^^^^^harff^VSfc 
8Ter* *«« katd  front  life' 'brother**  hdiise 

1! Jf f‘ >ur^t  Am *****  *«* 

!  sealed,  the  tattfcOrd WamM 

‘  J %[  hlS  C  ,0,  J?’  a,itf  !,<J  was  committed  to'itifu 
”\  T,’e  gaoler  being* ‘indisposed,  the  prisoners 
were  onder  the  direction  of  the  gaoler’s  c&ughter 

Allan  nowperceiv'e'd8  bis  advantageous  position  and 

•gtesassaae ssssl 

ed  .  the  clothes  and  the  silver  tanka  id  which  had 

IhH  ^r°f0  h*rJ»ther>  '"order  to  produceitat 
the  tri^f,  were  tied  tip  in'  a  btrrrdle  which  Wfvjiik 

b.;e„  ddivered  ,°  hL,  fie  deS  beet  reS 

jj  A'(Vhe^°i!>fi“,ltv  **  w*tmnoitercd ;  but  when 
om  o  her  sight,  he  slipped  off,  end  fled  tsithidl  mS* 
stble  speed  :  basing  tskenjaSverttr  crons  foLd" 

ctanged  his  eJothes,,he  iliade  towwds’CarBsle  in 

<he-trS,tot 

boddy^ exhaustiOft^ftdwWm  orte  time  ffivfn  K!«? 

wSlC.? bWlMitS’Mba  Wlerlisir&^7 

a  femaie,  who  from  pity  relteved  biin.  ■••' 

CHAP.  IH. 

Carlisle,  be  was  fed  by  a  crowd  ib 
1,he  Market-iJlaee,  where  he  dWeted  HMfflt 
*lout  tinklers  had  stolen  a  eatnh-eoek  .  hm 


off  to  hts  landlord,  and  dropping  him. 
*m  w  indow;  made  trfT  tow  ards  Bum 
ir?!1^  ^  WJke^flemen;  there 

lp  iv  a  xew  times,  i^tiYed 
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placed  their  hacks  to  a  wall,  were  laying  about 
them  so  umi»er<  ifutly,  that  nunt*  dared  to  upptoa eh 
them.  Allan  suspecting  they  in  gbt  be  some  of  h  is 
friends,  began  capering  ami dancing,  and  twirling 
Iris  stick  around  his  head j  his  antic  tricks  soon  at¬ 
tracted  the  attention  of  the  c  owd,  and  AUatt, con¬ 
tinued  his  maiueuvres  until  he  thought  Ijis  compa¬ 
nions  had  got  fairly  off.  He 'himself  .took  the  road  to 
Whitehaven,  where  lie  was  joined  by  no  h*s  a  per** 
sonage  than  the  Gipsy  queen,  Madge  Gordon, 
mounted  upon  a  strong  galloway,  ami  l»ad  the  sti- 
tisfaction  of  being  introduced  by  her  to  i)  party  of 
Gipsies,  wlio  were  journeying  on  to  a  general  en¬ 
campment,.  Amongst  them  was  a  lively,  interest- 
ing.girl,  an  adroit  thief,  and  a  most  Inck^  fortune¬ 
teller,:  who  agreed  to _  trust  her  fate  with  Allan, 
and  soon  conviuced  him  that  he  was  a  mere  bungler 
in  the  art  of  thieving ; .  she  also  taught  him  many 
legerdemain  tricks  which  lie  afterwards  practised 
with  great  advantage.  Haying  agreed  to  accom¬ 
pany  his  new  mistress  into  Westmoreland,  op  reuchr 
mg  Appleby,  they  topk  lodgings  at  a  small  pu hi ie- 
house.  Allan’s  female  partner  went  off  for  a  few 
days. Into  tne.  country,  while  Allan  continued  to  ex¬ 
ercise, his  profession,  and  was  liberally  rewarded. 
On  returning  home  pne  night,  Jte  discovered  his 
wife  Jean  hi  the;  hotise.  He  concealed  hissurprise, 
ordered]])*,  supper,  and  taking  a  candle,  proceeded 
leisurely  up  to  his  roopn«  packed  up  his  pipes  and 
his  dothes,  and  descended  gentry  -from  the  .win¬ 
dow.  flowing  that  bo^h  the  landlord  and  hostler 
were  druiik, .he  borirptQfd  lbe,borse  of  a  London 
traveller,  and  rode  off.  Before  reaching  Penrith, 
he  contrived  so  to  Miter  the  appeal  aneeof  the  horse, 
.  that  even  his  owner  could  not  have  sworn  to  him. 
Having  exchauged  the;  horse  for  a  galloway  arid  ten 
guineas,  he  set  off  across- the  country,  resolving  to 


nayrinfi gamar.. 


M  L 

jiwt  Irehmf.  AtWIiitehavenLe  Soiaiiwffallowoy 
,t  aod^fedfor  DaWiii.  •  *  *  h 

of 4Wo.,,^®t  ,,he  passengers  was  a  gentleman  fond 
ot  music  who  was  quite  endian/ed  with  Allan’s 

S**!0?.011  *J*?'W*  and  hautboy,  and  greatly 
exerted  himself  m  establishing  his  reputation  as  a 
J»us,em»  in  Dublin.  Hw  talents  wereP  valued  “ry 

Si"  ’  f!‘n  *ls  "]ro,ne  averaged  ten  pounds  per 
week.-r- A  llan,  puffed  up  by  his  success,  became 
ambitious  of  becoming  a  man  ot  fashion ;  and  har¬ 
ing  reached  this  climax  of  folly,  furnished  agented 
liouse,  m  which  he  placed  an  extravagant’  atid 
abandoned  mistress.  He  was  soon  sunk  deeply  in 
debt  The  upholsterer,  tvhd  furnished  his  hobSe 
applied  fdr^payinent,  when  Allan  pretended  he  had 

I>P6I1  fllSaDDainipH  of  rpmiHotinoo  1? _ 


out  this  swindling  scheme,  was  prevented  by  .  a 
diaper,  who  took  out  a  writ  against  him.  In  this 
critical  situation  he  hastily  secured  some  silver 
plate  and  his  best  clothes,  and  disposed  of  them  to 
a  dew  m  a  distant  part  of  the  city.  But  notwith¬ 
standing  his  precautions,  the  upholsterer  being  in. 

.  formed  of  the  transaction,  succeeded  in  apprehend- 
ing  him  as  a  swindler.  rr 

.  Allan  accompanied  the  officers  with-'a  ebearful  air  till 
thev  reached  a  well  acquainted  spbt’,  when  making  a 
sudden  spring  he  disappeared  through  a  narrow  ms. 
«age,  and  took  refuge  in  the  house  of«  courtezan  i  who. 
though  a  reward  was  offered  for  his  apprehension,  lod- 
ged  hint  in  a  place  of  safety,  and  paid  him  eydrv 
possible  attention.  She  procured  hin^  an  old  suit  of 
clothes,  and  found  a  vessel  which  was  to  sail  that  night. 
Allan,  secure  id  liis  disguise,  reached  the  ship  without 
,0t£r.uPt,d0-  9h  his  arrival  in  Liverpool  be  pushed  on 
to  Skiptqn,  Finding  it  needful  to  have  his  hnanccs  re¬ 
cruited,  he  determined  to  enlist ;  he  acccordingly  accost- 


e<l  a  sergeant;,  told  Htin  a,  well;  feigned  story  of  liis 
being  robbed  of  his  watch  and  12  guineas,  with  which  lie 
was "hastening  home  to  lejieve  bis  parents .  w^y, were  in 
great  distress.  The  sergeant"  seemed  to  ''sympathize 
with  him,  and  offered  to  adVanc6xhis  bounty  When i  he 
\vias  aworn  in.  Allah  agreed,  #hS  aVcompan  ed  the  ser¬ 
geant  to  a  Justice,  when  the  business  whs  finally  Con¬ 
cluded.  In  the  evening  he  pretended  he  hud  fo&hd*  a 
friend  to  take  his  money  to  his  father,  eioept  a(giurida, 
«  with  which  he  treated  the  party.  Havnrij/  pruohred  a 
billet,  he  left  the  company,  but  insteadiofprpcefcding  to 
his  quarters,  he- left- the.  town,  and  \vaUti|tg  br(sk  1)^ vmi- 
ward  for  two  days,  he  reached  Darlington  Ilere.  he 
fell  in  with  a  gang  of  we&i-coun’iv  Uokiu,Siandc,quper:s, 
among  whom  lie  spent  all  but  Uytt  .f  jti|liug'3»  l»?ft 

Darlington  condemning  his  folly,  in  squandering  away 
his  money  so  foolishly.  On  arriving  at  Durham  lie  al¬ 
tered  a  public  house  to  refresh  himself  The  first  per¬ 
son  he  met  was  a  recruiting  sergeant,  and  eh  "6uraged  by 
•  hrs  Riiccessful  escapes  be  agaiti'  resolved  to  edlist'. '  Tjie 
sCrgeantj  seeing  him  alikely  man,  pliedtriniwith  liquor 
-  until  he  gained  biseonsent ;  having  first  made  the  liar- 
i  gain  that  bis  bounty  money  should  be  immediately  p.tid 
him.  The  sergeant  did  so,  bttMloi  being  quite  satisfied 
;  with  his  reasons  foosuch  copdpet,  ordered  a  corporal  to 
keep  striCT  watch  over  himv  Thjywily  Allan  ob¬ 
served  that  hiSiguard  *yas  partial  to  dfink,  with  Mrhieh 
he  so  liberally  supplied  liim,  that  he  had  to  be  carned.to 
bed,  on  which  Jemmy,  p^pteth  ope  of  the  corp^TraVs 
shirts,  and  deliberately  left  tlje  hoqV.t  4je  made  the 
best  of  his  way  to  the  bouse  of  an  oldassmciute.liying 
at  Hilton  Ferry.  Here  lie  met  a  hearty>£lcpine;  anda,f- 
ler  three,  days  jovial  carousel,  fie  proceeded  towajrds 
Newcastle;  bur  yvhilst  walkng  dowu  the  Bottle  tlaftk, 
in  Gateshead,  he,was  taken  prisoner  by  two  stout  gryifU- 
diers.  Considering  resistance  vain,  Allan  assujned  a 
clieerfulappeaj  ance,  aud%eompatiied^^^ 
house  in  Newcastle ;  here  he  was  fnroriiiedtbat^^any 
had  been  from  Durham  in  search  of  a  deserter^,  and  that 
_  they  suspected  hint  to  be  the  inan.  Allan  protested  his 


Hinpcenca,  . declaring  lie  bad  not  been  tliere^  and  Offered 
to  accompany  .'them  thither,  ^xpeclipg  to  escape*  on 
therbad  butjhe  officer  a  det  Timned  to  send  for  some 
of  the  recruiting,  party  to  come  over -»wJ;4cIeot»fyt  their 
tHa^n.  puring  thtSiday.  Allau  uppeajmd  Che^ful  uOil  «»- 
rojigerned sh,ut  nigltl  itpiiroaciiliig,  :ajud  list# -sot’ tiers 
(rurp  4 ) urha  u»  b/si ng  expected,  he  detprpiined ;  <w|;  at¬ 
tempting'  his  escape,  , Requesting,  to  be  shown  back¬ 
wards,  one  of  tlie  privates  was  ordered  to-  accompany 
him  7  after  waiting  outside  of  the  door  until  lii*  patience 
WH3rexhaiisted,  hi  ctfHedto  Allah,  bnl  receiving  ho  .an¬ 
swer,-  lldojiciried  the  door,  iand  Wat  'filled  wtlh  astntfish- 
inent  on  finding  the  prisohteir  had  vanished;  .he  iteyer 
hovitig^beentinfe  moment  frOmthedbor.  'TrynrtBlirig  with 
fear  he  ret  urned  to  the  gaurd-bouse,  sa  jingf  ^  ihe  pri¬ 
soner  'surely  WaS  ftietle;viT,  and  n6  man.”  T«be  offi- 
ced'sOSpeCtibg  he  had  cbritfiVed  St  the  prisoners  Escape, 
Ordered  him  ihstnhtiy  to  be  confined.  A  sergeant,  bow- 
erer,-  sbktcKC'd ' dp  a"  candle,'"  and  having  eXanrihfed 
ttft^!6Yered  that  tWe6  deserter  bald  fbwdred 
hiriiSelf  down.andfeSCaped  by  a  channel  connected  with 
’the*  pikteei  "■  A  party-  has  Immediately  despSfchedto 
gaurd  the  outlet.  1  a  the  meantime,  Allan  explored  his 
hsifkihr6agh  a  harrow  haSiy  dark  passage  ;  and,  after 
tntiibh  struggling,  and  being1  nearly  suffocated,  Imemefg- 
ed'ftnnv  tlie  disgusting1  channel,  near-  tii  the-’ ’Pohn 
'hi dor ;  Where  life  htd  himselfatnohg  the  furze.  Thdbos- 
tle  aBbat  the  gaurd^houseVaud  the  search  of  the  soldiers, 
atft  abtird  tlie  attention  bfsiveral  people,  who  joined,  m 
the  pBr*hit;  ahd  Jemmy  Was  much  akmhed  by  thd'fidar 


approach  of  his  pursuers.  '  At  this  critu  al  moment,  t*he 
^edrpO'htl  aeieed'a  townsman  much  like  Allan  in  size  a\id 
!  dmkfahd  called  fyr  aasistatice.  in  ah  instant  Jemmy 
/iprurig  upon  his  'legs,.  Shouting  louder  than  the  rest, 
/  ‘«WHete  is  the  rascal;”  Thc  niistakewas  soon  disCdver- 
^'hd^SSahfl ’Allah  cont  inued  to  Appear  anxious  in-  the 
yet  gradually  ntdving Away  in  a  Wider  rah*ej 
«%fPd#figrH  Slippedoff;  add  Aided,  by'tiie  darkness- of  the 
flighty  Thfcde  ghod  hfe  escape.  Alian  not  liking  tdAp- 
-^jf^fclAucK  a  miserable  plight  among  his  fHchdsj 


**  Rolbbury,  found  refuge  with  one  of  the  fjia-gAii'’'  at 
Morpeth,  and  knowing  he  couldtrust  hitvngrant  friend, 
they  spent  the  day  in  drinking.  Having  got  life  clothes 
properly  cleaned,  at  night  he  Set  off  for  Hothbury ;  and', 
with  light  step  and  joyful  heart,  he  bounded  over  1  he 
dreary  hills  ofRimside  Moor :  and,  thonglj  it  #aa  -mid¬ 
night  when  he  reached  his  native  place,  he  coaid  not 
^forbear  visiting  his  favourite  haunts. 

TK  ^  n.-  CHAP*  ,V* 

I  he  news  of  his  arrival  spread  like  wild-fir*  Abroach 

the  little  town  of  Rotjibury  ;  and,  surrounded.by  his  old 
I  r lends,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  again  tijnjng  bis  ele¬ 
gant  small  pipes,  the  gift  of  the  coantpss  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  which  he  valued  so  highly,. that  for  .fear  of  #Cci- 
«ent,  he  had  left  them  with  a  gvnttenian;  but  having 
got  possession  of  them  once  more,  he  determined' never 
again  to  part  with  them.  While  thushappy  among  his 
old  cropies,  a  secret  message  was  forwarded  to  New¬ 
castle  :  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  immediately  dispatch¬ 
ed  a  trusty  sergeant,  and  five  men  of  courage,  to  appre¬ 
hend  this  daring  deserter.  The  party  reached  Roth- 
bury  in  the  afternoon ;  A  ilan  was  playing  at  card*,  when 
a  boy  standing  at  the  window,  cried  oiit  “  W bat  fine 
soldiers  are  coming  to  our  bouse.”  Jemmy  suspecting 


ana  made  towards  a  steep  crag,  a  short  distance  fr*n» 
the  town,  the  top  of  which  he  gained  before  the  soldiers 
had  reached  the  foot  of  it.  Observing  a  pile  of  stones 
ob  the  top  of  t  he  crag,  he  could  not  resist  the  temptation 
of  giving  them  a  salute  as  they. came  up  the  hill.  He, 
therefore,  wailed  till  he  thought  them  sufficiently  near' 
when  he  pelted  them  so  heartily  that  they  were  glad  to 
return  without  their  errand.  The  soldiers  re-entered 
the.  town ;  and  convinced  there  was  no  hope  of  securing 
him  among  his  friends,  returned  to  head-quarters 
representing  Jemmy  as  one  of  the  most  daring  and  des¬ 
perate  characters  they  bad  ever  me>\ 


After  their  retrrat,Allan  cemmin^ed  practising  as  an 
itinerant  musician,  and  -received;  great  encouragement. 
After  playing  one- nighuo  some  young  Armersattn- 
lerburn,  he  a**  one  of'them  lying  mioxicatedin  e 
stackTg»ith;  ani,  according  to  Allen’s  narration,  be 
ftmud  bis  watch*  which  of  course  became  bis’own.  fcar- 
ly  next  mornuig.be  departed  toafair  in  Cumberland, 
where  be  exchanged  the  watch  tor  an  old  gaUoway  ana 

30  shillings.  He  was  now  able  to  travel  to  the  most 
distant  parts  of  the  country,  and  having  P“  ,  “  a 
suit  of  genteel  Clothes,  he  set  off,  for  Alnwick  Castle, 
Being  introduced  to  the  Coubtess,  he  assured  her  ot  his 
improved  conduct,  on  which  she  consented  to  n»  rh 
maining  at  the  castle  ;  observing  that  his  reformation 
Avas  more  likely  to  become  permanent  Mian  by.lul' 
lowing  the  profusion  of  a  wandering  minstrel :  bat  A - 
lao;«  taste  for  revelry  and  drinking  was  too  firmly  root¬ 
ed  to  be  so^asily  overcome,  and  during  his  -short  stay 
'at  the  Castle,  he  behaved  in  the  most  thoughtless .and 
irregular  manner.  |t  ha ppeiied,r however,  that  tha  ar- 

mer,  whose. watch  be  badstolen,  discovered  htatost  pso- 

perty ,  a nd « from! the :  description  of  the  person,  be  ;had 
no  doubt  but  that  AU*n  was  the  thief.  He  immediate¬ 
ly  proceeded  to  Alnwick,  end  made  his  business  known 
to  the  Stewart  of  the  <?astle,  Who  thought  jt  “ece“«y 
.0  C0K.ul.Jiis  lo»d»hio  o»  .bo  offsir.  Tba  h-arl  psid  lb. 
farmer  the  value  of  the  watch,  and  ordering  Allan  Into 
his  presence,  toW  him  that  a  person  of  such  mfataoa* 

character  could  not  be  permitted  to  remain  any  longer 

under  his  roof.  The  Earl  had  too  mjich  generwnty 
to  dismiss  him  without  some  acknowledgment,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  steward  to  give  him,  ten  pounds,  and  to  charge 
kirn  never  todnter  the  Castle  again.  Allan  mortified 
elunk  away  without  taking  leave ^  of  the  domestics. 

Thus  disgraced,  he  determined  m  go  to  Boswell  Fair, 

where  bedearutsome  of  his  friends  |ikd  gone ;  arm  ing 
the  night  before  the  fair,  he  was  WfH  paid  for  enter- 
taimnl  a  number  of  drovers  who  had  brought.  Ibeivcat- 
K  f,*l.  About  8o-do*bo,tooM.  wlk  through  W. 
Air  khepes  ef  meeting  some efthefaa'  feaiernity ;  when 


M  M 

r,L'.  ^  ou  are  my  jirisoner.”'  On  laming  rotiid,  he 

saw  sergeanUAriiistrong,  of  the  25th  regiment.’ withbis 
sword  drawn.  Allan's  first  impulse  was  to  runoff^  but 
on  second  thoughts,  he  shook  A rmstroug  very  cordial! 
ly  b >  the  hand,*  and  told  him,  if  H»-Wo*»ld  &ivft  ftfui 

hw7*V\^®  Woa!d  'Ml&ag«  to  procure  him  half  a  dofcch  t* 
hne  looking  young  meit  as  -any  in  the  25tli  regifoenl 
I  hesr^eanl  agreed  to  the  bargain;  bid,  accorth^ 
A  ban  joined  the  pafty  With  his p4pe*  l  atid lira -fifnefv 
”/  w,l,n\sical  capers,  Which  so  attracted  the  ydiin^meii 
that  before  night  they  had  enKsted  eight  ofkmf  <h£ 
•sergeant,  so  well  pleased  with  their  success,  invited  A’f 
1*"  «»  supper,  after  which  they,  drank  and  danced  uMil 
morning.  In  the  meantime  Armstrong  sOntword  t6  a 
7ZtV'  re*ru,t^'»’at  Kelso,  to  come  and  take  him  as  a 
«r.  ,'  L-  ;  ie  mb*,ae  sudeeetded,:  and  just  wlien  AHtm 
was  taking  lea  v«i  in  marched  the^ot her  sergeant.  Allan 
suspected  the  plot,  and  bestowed  the  blackest  epithets 
upon  Armstrong,  who  calmly  insisted  on  the  iStinr 
ingenue  accidental.  Allan  was  immediately5mai*cli? 
hf»H  K^f’  resolv  ing  to  escape  before  they  reached 

f,  lff  \  H*  ^  tb«  effects  of  whiskey  upon 
his  guards  without  Avail  ;  at  night  they  agreed  tE 
be  should  sleep  between  them  To  Ibis  Allan  made  ho 
objection,  but ■.that  he  Would  sleep  with  his  clothes  on 
andtbey  agreed  to  do  the  same.  Allan  having  piwltfc! 
»:ih'  T  r  two  needles  and  some  strong  twine 
',**!?  wb,c  *  cautiously  sewed  thoir  clothes  to  tlie  bed’ 
clot  lies, as  soon  as  he  was  sure  they  were  asleep.  Hav«- 

r  |bed  tirif’  ,,p  sprimg  ouf  ol  bed  Witfruo  lit-  ^ 
tie  care  that  lie  awoke  both  his  bed-fellows*  but  being 
entangled  together  they  rolled  on  the  floor  :  Allan threw 
up  the  window,  and  sliding  down  by  the  sign-post  effect- 
ec  his  escape.  He  now  determined  to  be  reven°-ed 
on  Armstrong  for  his  treachery  ;  and  proceed^ direct 

diate  adml°tan  r  and  demanded  iminh- 

uiate  admittance  to  the  chamber  of  the  sergeant!  when 

Allan  in  a  stern  voice  addressed  him,  <«  Sergeant,  you 

«  a  man  before  von  whom-  you  have  scandalously  a-  ' 


IT 

bhsed.  1  had  (he  got>d  fortune  to  see  your  eulanehyester* 
day,  to  whom  1  related  your  base  conduct;  and  tee  gener¬ 
ously  presented1  me  with  my  discharge*:  drawing  from 
hi 8  pocket  a  paper  carefully  folded,  at  . the  same  time  he: 
insisted  upon  me  demanding  of  you  (wo  guineas  |>y  Wj|y> 
of  recompence.”  The  sergeant  being  so  t abruptly  a**/ 
woke, and  confounded  by  this  peremptory  message,  gave, 
him  the  sum  tee  demanded,  and  ‘Allan  withdrew,  hoping;; 
he  would  dome  to.  no  further  harm  to  the  business,  fur- 
tber  than  a  reprimand  which  he  justly  .deserved. 

AUan  was  highly  elated  at  this  successful,  piece  of  ro¬ 
guery,  and  harrowing  a  galloway  of  a  brother  Gipsy,;  he 
struck,  through  the  wtlds  of  the  north-west  parts  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland.  Near; Hawick- he  fell  in  with  a  party  of 
Gipsies,  and  among  them  bp  wife  Sally :  they  were  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  KirkrYetholm,  to  attend  a  marriage  between  a 
distinguished  Scotch  Gipsy  and  one  of  old  Will  Faa’^, 
daughters.  On  entering  the  village,  Allan  repaired  to  the. 
royal  residence, ,to  gay  his  respects  to  old  WU(,  by  whom 
he  was  received,  with  great  kindness..  After  celebrating 
the  marriage  with -much  noisy  feasting,  the  company  d**-, 
persed  after  their  various  occupations  Allan  was  oidered, 
to  stay  at  home,  as  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to  venture 
abroad.  He  spent  his  time  in  fishing,  which  was  at  onpe 
his  occupation  and  amusement.  During  one  of  his  ram¬ 
bles,  he  heard  that  a gentleman fat  mer  was,  to be^  married, 
to  a  lady  of  fortune  the  following  day.  He  offered  his 
services  which  were  graciously  accepted,  aftd  he  was 
invited  to  remain  all  night,  While  meditating  on  the 
profits  of  . the  engagement,  he  saw  two  fiddlers  enter, 
and  being  afraid  that  the  music. of  the  Violin  would  be  pre¬ 
ferred.  to  pipe-music,  he  determined  to  **  spoil  their  fid¬ 
dling  ’’  .The  two  fiddlers  made  so  flee  with  the  refiesb, 
ments  of  the  evening,  that  they  had  to  be  carried  (o'  bed* 
Allan,  on  ithe  contrary, .^kept  himself  sober ;  .and  observing, 
that  the  musicians  had  laid  their  fiddlesbesidehis  pip  $,as 
soon  as  he  discovered  that  all  was  quiet,  he  got  out  of  bed, 
and  put  both  the  fiddles  and  his  ppes  into  a  water, tub.- 
Alian  allowed  the  fiddlers  to  rise  before  him  in  the  morn- 
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mg,  when  diligent  search  was  made  for  their  instruments. 
Aitar  entered1  the  kitchen,  crying  ont,  cv  QH*  t|»  rogu«,', 
they  have  got  my  pipes  !”  Every  one  believed  they  wwe 
stolen,  till  one  of  the  servants  discovered  the  fiddle#  in  the 
water,  quite  spoiled*  Allan  hastened  to  the  spot,  and; 
said,  “  AH,  the  loons,  they  have  thrown  rtiy  pipes  it.  also  } 
whoever  has  done  this  deserves  to  be  hanged/’  The  poqr 
fiddlers  being  disconcerted,  Slunk  away,  while  AHan,  whp 
had  taken  the  reeds  from  his  pipes,  gained  the  who'e  profit. 

Allan  having  been  concerned  in  a  stosep-stealmg.  affair 
with  a  foreign  Gipsy,  who  had  lately  joined  the  gang,  was 
obliged  to  fly  for  fear  of  consequences,  and  he  ^arrived  at 
Berwick  without  a  pen  tty.  In  this  state  of  destitution  he 
had  recourse  to  his  old  mbde  of  replenishing  bis  finance  *» 
by  enlisting  with  a  spruce  young  sergeant-  The  sergeant, 
when  ttHd  he  had  a  slippery  eel  to  hold,  replied  with  con* 
tempt,  “  If  he  be  the  devil  himself,  instead  of  a  wandering 
piper,  he  shall  not  escape  me.”  After  Allan  had  received ; 
his  bounty,  he  ordered  him  to  be  Strictly  watched ;  but  Al¬ 
lan  appeared  so  cheeiful  and  happy  as  threw  them  quite 
off  their  guard.'  The  sergeant  and  corporal,  readily  con¬ 
sented  to  enjoy  themselves  over  a  pot  from  his  bounty- 
money.  Allan  having  called  in  a  fiddler,  proposed  a 
threesome  reel,  and,.  whilst  setting  to  the  sergeant,  dis^ 
charged  a  handful  of  Scotch  snuff  in  his  face,  which  blind¬ 
ed  attd  nearly' suffocated  him,— attd  turning  quick'y  rouwd 
to  tpe  corporal,  served  him  in  the  same  manner,  and  in¬ 
stantly  darting  out  of  the  roomv  accomplished  his  escape. 
Allan  bent  his  course  towards  Rothbury,  and  dispatching  a 
Gipsy  lad  fbr  his  pipes,  he.cQntmued  at  Holystone  Until  his 
return,  and  then  travelled  to  Hexham,  where,  being  short 
of  cash,  with  his  usual  audacity  he  enlisted,  and  slipped  off 
after  receiving  half  of  his  bounty.  Another  •  recruiting 
sergeant,  named  Hay*,  follovied  injiur Suit,  and  sbceeeded5 
in  securing  him  :  they  watched, htn»  strictly,  and  nest  day 
lodged  him  in  the  guard-house  at  Newcastle.  Allan  finding 
himself  among  strangers,  lulled  their  suspicions  by  his 
good-humoured  jokes,  md  spending  bis  money  freely.  At- 


j-atiDk 


length,  finding  ».  favourable  opportunity,  he  darted  oaf  of 
the  guard-house,  and  away.  The  first  W*  h*  made  of  his  : 
liberty  was  to  recover  bis  pipes,  and  then  to 

leave  the  country.  But,  bearing  that  his  brother  Bob  was 
confined  in  Edinburgh-cajtle  for  desertion,  and  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  shot,  he  resolved  to  attempt  his  liberation  rlav-  s 
ing  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  loan  oft  a  miller  s  clothe*, 
he  readily  got  admissioo  into  the  castle,  and,  by  a  little 
duplicity,  into  I  be  prison  where  his  brother  was,  and  fur¬ 
nishing  him  with  inatruments  for  escape,  and  appointing  a 
place  of  meeting,  he  left  the  soWiers  enjoying  his  bountiful 
goner  os  ft  y.  Allan  had  the  pleasure  of  be;ng  soonjotned 
by  his  brother,  and  they  pressed  forward  to  Dunse.  Eo* 
tering  a  public-house,  they,  by  a  well  told  tale  about  welting 
for  their  master’s  horses,  duped  a  sergeant,  who  thoug  t 
them  two  raw  country  lads,  enlisted  them,  and  paid  them 
their  bounty.'  At  night,  having  intoxicated  the  party, 
'they  proceeded  on  thesr  journey;-- Rob  being  apprehen¬ 
sive  of  being  pursued,  prudently  withdrew,  and  joined  a 
gang  of  old  friends,  while  Allan,  pressed  forward  to  Roth- 
bury*  The  seneant  whom  he  had  defrauded  at  Dunse, 
discovering  his  retreat,  manoeuvred  so  well  as  to  get  ea- 
trance  into  the  room  where  Jemmy  was  playing.  Jno 
soldiers  stepped  up  to  him,  and  said,  “  We  want  a  tune, 

and  »mmedia.ely  commenced  dancing,  while  otheis  secured 

the  door.  At  the  end  of  the  dance  the  sergeant  came  for¬ 
ward  to  speak  to  the  soldiers,  when  Allan  flung  up  the 
window  and  jumped  out.  Instant  chase  was 
without  success, ..for  Jemmy  Mam  got^ clear  off  AUan 
made  the  best  of' his  way  to  Carlisle,  and  having  performed 
successfully  to  a  festive  party  held  there,  he  was  congra¬ 
tulating  himself  on  fortune  fevoufing  him  once  more  t  but 

while  Standing  at  the  window  of  the  ion  he  heard  the 
'  sound  of  drum  and  fife,  and  discovering  that  it  was  the 
part*  he  had  unlisted  with  at  Dnth am,  aod  seeing  them 
entering  the  house,  not  a  moment  for  escape  was  to  be 
lost..  He  seized  his  bundle,  and  shpp  ng  out  at  the  back- 
door,,  was  soon  on  thr  road  to  Penrith.  On  the  road 


•  tal;ffrfert0ok  *  conipariy  of  it  rolKhg  bfay*r»  }— dlsc6*«v 
>ng  Ajlan’s  abilities  on  the*  pipes,’  the  manager  warmly’’ 

P^'ed  ^1Tn, ,0.  j0,n  t^ie  company.  Their  vagabond  mod* 

°  ire  suited  his  tasle,  and  hccomplied,  staying  with  them 
about  six  months,  f‘ living  in  cfover to-day,  ~a&d tdmdfr ■•> 
row  counting  the  chimoeyddps  for  dinner.* WPaking 
offence,  he  induced  the  matfegerV  Wife  to  elope  With  hum-. 
carrying  affhef hudbabd’s  Besf'Hnett,  Cash, and  ibatdHs  OiK 
reaching  Litchfield,  they  tobk  genteeModgiog*,  and  he  * 
commenced  teacher  of  music,  tvhieh'Wbiiki  have  succeeded', 
had  not  his  love  of  low  Company,  -  and  extravagance  fnfc- 
trated  the  scheme.  The  »n!anager*S  ' wife  made  tip  he#' 
mmd  to -return  to  her  husband,  and-  after  they  had Mrtuih\! 
a  ly  divided  their  cash,  Allan ’took  the  rbad  ho  JLohdmi. 

CHAP.  V.  r  !  ; 

Jfei**  aJtived  at  London,  through  the  medium  of  an  acquit 
S  *'«  was  ?00n  brought  into  notice,  and  engaged  fo  many 
jpeclabte  parlies.  One  night,-  Wien  going  towtrds  ' 

he  was  joined  by  a  youngs  many  Whofai  he  had  metat  a  place  of 
badrepute.  It  rawed  hard,  and  they  walked  sharply  on  together 

man  down  "andThl1^"^"'  h.is.  f°mPanion  instantly  knocked  %e 
man  down  and  robbed  him  of  fur  watch  and  money  r  in  his  harry 

he  dropped  the  watch,  which,  Alttn  said,  he  picked  Vp  to 
its  oh mar ;  but  hearing  footsteps,  he  made  o tt,fart)ettinn  io  lean* 
his  ITlu*  btbmd‘  '  A  llai%  hastened  tp  his  lodgings,  and  packing  up 
sad  •  a^ba^  80  ^‘tu"ate  «  to  get  on  board  a  ship  Sdy  to 
WeL’wi  a1”'  enJ°ye^»  voyage  to  sea,  until  the  awkvrardhffiiir 
blew  Ovef,  he  arrived  at  Portsmbuth,  On  leaving  Portsmouth,  £ 

.  t  *ib)  convwsat,on  with  a  gentteman’s  coachman,  yitp  offehed  , 

1  ^  j  hu“  u  cast  to  Southampton  for  a  trifle.  Allan  ihstantlv 
\VhendwmndTaS  raPjd,y  cbnveyed  *long  wjth  ease  and  eoWSSj* 
J'JKJ  I-’k*  *r°  ui  GS  °f  So^fw^pW';  Ihc  coachman  requests 
him  to  alight,  Jest  his  master  fehbuld  set  him.  rttiis  was  \}wrt.what 

m  s  n  #t“hed*  l,e  8,at  *tdli.*ablii,  be  had  bargained  to  be  «*rried  . 
I f*  fhthaU,Pi°n’and  ““^binrasjjarried.tJieicV  wouldnot  pay 
a  fa.  thing.  In  a  counterfeited  passion  He  at  length  jumped  W’:'  1 

tn.lJ  ^  Co*ehma">  fad  t0  w  rte  tf  him;  drovW,S’%&* 
trudged  on  towards  the  town.  -  ;•  After  valuing  through  •Ae  atrCet^'  - 

nnbhM  h€aVy  r?,,!v he  d^vereda  ^fruiting  piily  Saucing ip-a 
publ.c-Wse.  Allan  soon  caught  the  eye  of  the  seneant,  and  he 

; to  ■* kv!#*  «>  Alto,  Wvi£.2MS5- 


■WJ  r«\ 


i aga  to  $e£p?&  a  (ew  articlcshe  had  MolCti  from  on  beard  ship,  wbefcr 
he  h^ard  his  two  sergeant*  salute  ehchro  tiier  befciw,  and  conversing' 
abput  their  recff  uife, .  he  heard  one  of  them exclaim,  after  describe 
ing  his  person  and  drc*9>> M  0  the%< Scotch  viilai^ive  enjhrted  *dtbtne 
last  night,  awl  1  will  haY|f  him  if  ha^beon  earifthff  A  dram  me  r  boy 
playing  at  garbles  nc^r  the  door,  tuld  themiherecnrit  had  gone 
up  stairs.  Allan  ip  anoment  locked  the  dooi ,  and  knotting  1  he 
bed  clothe^ /tpge^r£  throw  them  opt >6f  the  window,  hating  fixed  > 
the  other  epd^o  the  bed-po*t«*  Jemmy  hud  j  list  fctee  tor  slip  tihdfi* 
(he  bed,\wben  tire  soldiery  brpke  open  the  door,  And  seeing  the  ttWte 2 
of  v|he  l>ed-clothes,  find  h  s  bat  lying  in  (he  ya.d,  immediately  sefc 
p»  in  pursuijt.  ,  TJ^e  landlord’s  daughter  coming  up  ftahs  to'fcxs* 
a  mime  the  state  of  the  room,'  Allan  discovered  himself  tn  lie#,  ted 
by  a  little  flattery  she  tv  as  ^you  over  to  manCeuvre  his  escape. 

On  reaching  Andover,  he  entered  a  pub!i<Shouae,  and  ordered 
breakfast,  during  which  a  man  eyed.him  so  minutely  as  to  render 
him,  very  uneasy.  The  man  stepj>cd  out,  1>ut  brtWe  Allan  got 
oiVe^ hundred  yards  from  tlfe  dpor,  he  was  seized  by  a  party  of  sdl. 
dterc,  and  immediately  taken  a  prisoner  to  the  guard  house,  and 
from  thence  was  removed  to.  the  prison,  the  officer  obseiving,  that 
44  aclesperaee  tnan  #serv^* desperate  treatment.’’,  AHan,  on  view¬ 
ing  his  dreary  cell,  saw  there  wa*  noxway  of  escape  tmt  by  Jawing 
asunder  the  iron  window- bars,  which  during  the  ni<*ht  lie  accbtb  ’ 
plishcd.  A  llan  fled  with  great  speed  tor  several  miles,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  sell  bn  shirt  to  procure  something  to  eat.  tin  reaching 
Salisbury,,  he  again  enlisted ;  an<^ notwithstanding  ^precautions 
of  t  party,  he  deserted  on  the  third  day.  Oil  entering  a  piiblie- 
housf  at  Devizes,  he  was  accosted  by  the  unpleasant  salutation, 

44  Sif,  you^are  my  prisoner.0  Wiih  his; usual  presence  of  mind 
he  signed  fbai„  he  was  begging,  and  acted  Ahe  dumb  man  to  such  ' 
pet  fectiop,  tljat  the  company  ifi  the  bouse  took  his  part.  Many 
plans  of  detection  were  tried,  which  Allan  continued  t6  defeat ;  but 
aft^r  hav  ing  drank  his  ale,  he  was  proceeding  to  the  door,  whdva  * 
bucket  of  water  was  dashed  in  his  face:  This  unexpected  salute  ; 
caused  him  to  roar  out,  44  \Vhaf’s  that  fori’ ’  wbea  the  constable  in- 
stintly  seized,  and,  after  a  desperate  struggle,  bad  him  conveyed  \ 
to  the  blAck-hoJe,  On  examining  the  prison;  he  found  there  wa$u 
nb'bop*  of  escape  but  by  the  chimney,  which  be  determined  td  at-  * 
rettipt  al  night/  Wl^le  sitting  masingv  the  prison -door  was'gf  fifty  ‘ 
opened,  and  a  female  entered  and  said,  44  Quick— fly  !— no  thanks  ?  * 
— my  husband  may  sitfT  r  for  thi*r  negligence ;  *  but,  rentefcfibCr 
Dumfries  and  as  Allan  left  the  place, the  recollected  that* the 
gaoler’s  daughter,  of  J)umfri$?,  the  sergeant’s  wife,  and  his  deliver- - 
ei£  ^fre  tlie  same  person.  Allan,  according  to  his' custom,  struck 
across  the  country  V  reaching  Dai  kngtofi,  he  met  the  celebrated  Bet 
Whfctbri,  who  wou Id  treat'  him  Allan  discovering  that  she  “had1 
b^th  sit^f  audg;oldvSucreeded  bvmtoMcatiog  lier^  when  he  Chip-’ 
tiwHifer  pockets;  and  pursued  his  journey.  On  arriving  at  Ches- 
tcril^-Str^tj'tie’Tbund  a  uuniber  of  pitmen  raffling  for  a  gun,  after 


“ST  for  ,tt<^  Geurcljr  O? j£j2ffi£T*  *?*«*> 

terousljr  changiug  the  /w,  ^  ^  d^* 

•^ept  the  table.  He  reacted  IW^St*  ?*£?#*  ^tantly 
i*  'r°“,d  «•*  at  Roth  bury*;  b«t  o»  ^Ltet  1"  5  *,1fc*rt  the  dash 
he  met  an  old  female  aecjuaihtL^^t  “d  of  «*»«»*, 
j?"r?  1B«*C«,h.Gftl(h.  Tl“^,  J?v*lWrdwh,,nl‘to  her  r«te 

7  *C  wMe  ofh"  iii  getl??a,iy**r  tafeihg 

»M*p  forward  to  Morpeth  wUte^,8  *  he  **•  ubfiged  to 

Morpeth  be  bad  **<,„£  to  bis  oM  L  &  '* 
sergeant  susp.rting  whom  be  bad  e*’^?.Ut’  .and  lie 

w>,  and  directly  ma>t-h«j  off  to  had  h»m  •«<«! 

S*^**  company;  oiler,  d  U  teS" 5^^  ™?  ««- 
shoMld  not  escape  before  they  reached  hltj  ^  t0  Aiwy  thtt  fee 
***  told  not  to  be  too  eonfidenV  fe,  a ,,  ','^arttrt  »‘Ttrk.  |fc 
«ud  mu  like  a  hare.  A  eentt  J™  Alatl  ‘ ^'W  doit We  l.ke  a  fox 
bin.  to  infqim  hh  men  of  S  Hr  "  I<cerded  <$*  b<  *»*»  allowed 
fto»,  .4  Uiin.  ,  „  »“  *«P  I,  IS 

trusted.  One  corporal  walkedLc  AUaif  was  tap^Sa||*  ££ 

"ft  **«*«*  loaded  * 

*/hun,  with  their  8woid>id.an«  p!!”8?*!  ***fced'  on  each  ihf- 


i  •  7?; —  ''wto  itfraimrnt  a^wi  i  r  -**vVM  v  a  r«  iTuit.  Mt 

^sss&tsssfe 

,“n  '  Pretending  to,«nbutt,m  **  tf«*>55 

Wport  unity,  he  seized  a  stone’  fhr  'P'ddotrn,  and,  watching-  bis 

same  moment,  dashed  tdo  thcir  £ 

-.jft  °f  &  <**™s  ■ 


r^v-« s  wio/e  im  maief.tr  ki«„  /.  v  .  rMiau  »g  at  York  1.1 
pal  streets  of  Rdinb  rgh  ^  Ki"e<™P«i,  through  the  p,^ 
Allan  now  returned  to  ». ok  -  ‘  ' 

n^fhtj  hr  wa#  toid  f  ^ury,  and  whilt*  he  wain  nla»*  * 

agsgsav&tofe 


Whom  I^M  cZr^  “  •"l^WXKKS 


ke  readied  Hexham.  Allan,  in  an  instant*  darted  forward,  fur- 
.  sued  by  the  whole  party ;  bni  Icisip^  little  In  leaping  a  hedye,  he 
w**  obliged  to  defend  himsetf with  his  stick he  afaiiiran  off,  but 
when’  pawing  over  a  idyle,  the  drummer  atiuckhim  with  hit 
•word  trpoh  the  wrist.  Allan  viewed  tite  wound  with  deep  epo. 
tioai  ahd  then  lookin^at  fhedHihimer,  he  exclaimed  with  a  mm- 
rtrdVpride,-*4  Ye  hae  spoiled  the  best  pipe -hand  us  Enjfland.^— 
Allan  Whsttow  completely  Conquered*,  the  lergelht' conducted  him 
to  Hexham,  and  lodged  him  m  the  bouse  of  correction,  ^nt  many 
]  respectable  persons,  sorry  for  hit  misfortune,  interested  th^teselre* 
!  ui  procuring  his  dfikrharge,  which  was  the  more  readily  obtained,  as 
I  h  m  wound  disabled  him  in  future  froth  impoiin  j  00  the  military 


CHAP.  VI.  * 

*  '  .  •  •  .  ,  ,  ■■  %  ;  \)  f  1 

AMan  retired  to  Rtithbuty,  and  shortly  afttr  married,  and  liwwl 
ith  hi.  wife  aboutthree  years*,  with  wonderful  sobriety’,  but^he 
became  acquainted  with  one  Marjf  Rawlins,  a  loosevdissOlute  w.». 


with  his  wife  about  three  years*,  with  wonderful  sobriety’,  but^he 
became  acquainted  with  one  Mary  Rawlins,  a  Ioo8evdiss0lute  w.>- 
mn.'  To  support  Moll’s  extravagance,  he'had  recourse  to  ill  the 
thievish  tricks  of  his  youth.  About  this  time  he  stole  the' iron, 
gear  from  a  numbsr  of  ploughs  ;  and  haring  loaded  a  stout  aw, 
he  dispatched  Molt  to  sell  the  plunder  to  an  old  acquaintance  ia 
Gateshead  The  dealer,  however,'  gave  her  only  a  trifle  for  the1 
whole  lot,  which  so  exasperated  'Allan,  tliat  be  vowed'  fo  be  re- 
venged.  Borrowing  three  galloways,  and  accompanied  by  his  ho¬ 
nest  partner,  he  reafcbed  Pipewellgatc  betwixt  12  and  1  o'clock  at 
night,  and  entived  the  dealer’s  warehouse  by  means  of  false  keys.— 
Striking  a  light,  .he  aad  Molt  soon  titled  the  empty  panniers  with 
old  Iron.  He  then-slipped  off,  and  she  knocked  at  the  house-door. 
WhcW  admitted,  she  told' the  dealer  she  had  had1  good  luck,  and 
would  sell  the  whole  by  lump,  If  he  would  be  generous.  -The  bar¬ 
gain  was  s*6n  made,  and  Allan  returned  exulting  in  having  justly 
recompensed  this  honest  wan.  At,  length  Allan  grew  weary  of 
Molt,  and  having  secured  bis  pipes  and  some  clean  lincn,  he  touk 


r 


inauded  on  moving  off.  >Vhcn  on  the  road  to  No.vca*tle,  Alim  fit- 
quircd  tlie  reason  for  such  haste.  Nell  answered,  *JL  pursf  of  gold f< 
•ml  a  watch  are  worth  preserving.1'  On  reaching  Ncwcasfte^jNeJl  * 
l>oug1it  him  a  suit  of  new  clothes, .  and  then  determined  to  <tJij)oy  * 
herself.  One  evening  Nell  entered  their  lodgings,  and  said^ Now.,  V 
my  man,  Jemmy,  Tin  ready  to  g*>  ”  He.  si\s  peeled  aJ!  waa?  out  :  * 
rightward  packing  up  his  pipes  .and  clothes,  they  proceeded  to  A. 
Morpeth.  Stopping  at  a  spring,  to  drink,  Allan  w^s  preparing  the  i 
rim  of  hivhat  for  that  purpose,  when  Nell  thrust  a  maw*ive  silver  t 
^  tankard  info  hi*  hand,  saying,  44  Fill  it  half  full  of  and'iFIJi  ni 

add  as  much  brandy  to  housel~our  new  ji|g*n-  Appf vhm^siyyeyof  d 

suit,  Allan  pushtd  on  toRotlibury,  where  he  shortly  afur  horrwoed 
a  mare  of  Mr  James  Brown,  and  being  apprehended,  was  tried  in 
the  Moot-hall,  found  guilty,  aud  condemned  to  he  marked  in  the 
hand,  w  hich,  by  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  was 
performed  at  t lie  bar  with  a  cold  iron.  J 

Alter  this  All&fi  resided  in  North  Shields*, for  several  year*,  play*4t*r 
iug  at  assemblies,  and  at  night  as  a  wait.  Daring  which  he  exten¬ 
sively  carried  on  the  practice  of  horse  stealing;  whenever  he  was 
in  want4  paid  visit  to  the  south  of  Scot  land,  and  horrotred  one.  An 
opportunity  offering  of  borrowing  one  ne  ir^r  home,  he  could  ndt 
res>st  the  temptation.  One  evening,  after  play  ing  at  the  sign  of  the 
Dun  Cow,  Quayside,  Newcastle,  he  stole  a  bay  luwwe,  froui  Mr.  R*>-  . 

binson,  pf  Gateshead.  Two  days  after  he  was. apprehended  at  Jed. 
burgh,  and  committed  to  Durham  .goal.  At  the  following  assizes, 
held  August,  1803,  he  *as  found  guilty,  and  received  sentence  of 
flealh ,  but  was  commuted  to  transput* .at ion  for  life,  which  wasmiH 
igated  to  perpetual  imprisonment.  He  w  as  con  lined  about  7  years* 
and  then  removed  to  the  House  of  Correction,  where  hedged  on  the 
13th  Nov.  1810,  aged  77.  At  the  influence  of  some  gentlemen  a 
pardon  was  obtained,  tyit  it  did  not  arrive  until  after  his  death. 
This  documont,  whirii  is  cur  ious  as  being  one  of  the  first  official  pa¬ 
pers  signed  by  Geo.  IV.,  is  f  ossesed  by  Mr.  John  Bell,  Gateshead 


“  All  ye  whom  Music’s  charm*  inspire, 

Who  skilful  minstrels  do  admire  ; — 

All  ye  whom  bagpipe  lilts, can  lire, 

’Tween  Wear  ar.d  Tweed, 

Come  strike  with  me  the  mournfuldyre, 

For  Allan’s  dead ! 

“  N:o  more,  where  Coquet’*  stream  doth  glide, 

SITall  we  view'  Jemmy,  in  his  pride. 

With  bagpipe  buckled  to  Ms  side, 

And  nymphs  and  swains 

In  groups  collect,  at  even-tide,  ,  7,  x 

To,  hear  his  strains. 

“  When  elbow  mov’d,  and  bellows  blew, 

U«  .green  or  floor  the  .dancer**  flew,  ‘  .u,r  w  : 

Ih  inazy  tbrns  ran  through  and  through J 
With  cap’ring  canter, 

And  aye  their  nimble  feet  bet  true  / 

To  his  s.veet  chanter.”  [FINIS. 
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